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Dear

British Tourism Week 2011

I enclose details of a very special event that will kick off next year’s “British Tourism Week” and we hope will involve as many of our nations piers, harbours, jetties and landing stages as possible.

British Tourism Week is organised by a group supported by VisitBritain and you may have seen the celebrations surrounding the illumination of Hadrian’s Wall, coast to coast, which started the week in 2010. This gained worldwide publicity and we hope that we can generate even more excitement in 2011.

Please read the attached brief - the object is to create as much awareness, PR and activity as possible under the British Tourism Week umbrella.

John Penrose MP, Minister of Tourism, has already warmly welcomed the proposal:

“Party on the Pier is a great opportunity to showcase a unique part of British heritage. I, for one, will be encouraging my constituency to get involved - celebrating on the brilliant newly refurbished Grand Pier in Weston-super-Mare.”

I do hope that you will share the enthusiasm that is building up for this event.

In the first instance, please let me know that you would like to take part by either emailing me or returning the enclosed form by 31st August.

Yours sincerely

PARTY ON THE PIER

The launch event of British Tourism Week 2011

The 5th British Tourism Week will take place from 14th - 20th March in 2011 once again with the aim of raising awareness of the importance of tourism with government (national and local), consumers and those who work in the industry.

The highly successful 2010 ‘week’ started with a unique event, the illumination of Hadrian’s Wall from coast to coast – a beacon lit every 250 metres for the whole 84 mile length and with major events at both Wallsend and Carlisle. This achieved international coverage and was a tremendous starting point for a week which featured well over 250 different events across the country.

In looking for an event to ‘kick off’ 2011, the organisers of British Tourism Week have proposed an idea on which they would like to get your involvement. 
Party on the Pier – will be a celebration of Britain’s piers and heritage, encouraging residents and tourists to visit and highlighting the importance of maintaining our piers, restoring those that are in need of help; each individual participating venue will gain valuable local, regional and national exposure.

In order to get as many communities involved as possible, we include jetties, harbours, river piers and landing stages in the term “pier.”

Your Party on the Pier can take almost any form that you would like, as long as it takes place (at any time) on Saturday 12th March. It could be a simple reception for local VIPs, an open day for locals and visitors, an exhibition or a fund-raising event or even a Guinness World record challenge (perhaps getting people to participate in the longest conga dance on a pier?) Alternatively you might want to move an existing event to this date.
One additional suggestion has been that each pier could hire a searchlight to light at a specific time in the early evening. Local supporters could be encouraged to come along with a torch – add a few buskers, some food and drink vendors and you have a simple, low cost event.

Promotional support will come from the organisers of British Tourism Week but the idea and organisation and of course any funds raised, will all be yours.

The first step is to find out from you whether you would like to take part in Party on the Pier on 12th March 2011. It would be a pity to miss the opportunity to be the main focus of attention at the beginning of this major tourism event.
If you would like to be involved in this exciting opportunity please let me know by 31st August so that Party on the Pier can be formally announced at the official British Tourism Week 2011 launch in the Autumn.
For information on past events – www.britishtourismweek.com, and for further information about British Tourism Week please email mail@britishtourismweek.com.

A few suggestions to generate ideas for the type of event you could stage for
Party on the Pier

· Simple reception for your local VIPs (MP, Mayor, Councillors etc)

· Children’s party

· Pensioners’ party

· Coffee morning/afternoon tea (perhaps in aid of a local/national charity)

· Rotary/Round Table/Lions Club event

· Charity fund-raising for another local good cause

· Invite your MP to “go back to the floor” and spend a morning finding out about the business

· Press conference to highlight a current or future issue of your business

· Brass Band concert

· Youth Orchestra Concert

· Hold your own “Crufts” with a charity dog walk 

· Scout/Guide clean up campaign

· Celebrate “Girl Scout Day” 99th anniversary (US movement founded 12th March 1912)

· Charity fashion show organised by local retailers

· Charity talent show
· Fancy dress party 

· Charity relay race

· Exhibition – history of the seaside/river/pier
· Open day

· Launch your own restoration fund appeal

· Launch a “History of the pier” booklet

· Torchlight event (encourage local residents and visitors to turn up at dusk with a battery torch)

· Searchlight event (supplemented by residents and visitors with torches)

· Stage an event simultaneously with any town with which you are twinned

· Invite your twin town over specifically for a party on the pier

· Guinness World Record attempt (e.g. the longest conga dance on a pier; the biggest “Mexican Wave;” the largest number of people singing “We do like to be beside the seaside;” world’s biggest paper and comb or Kazoo orchestra; attempt to sing “Rule Britannia” 301 times to mark the composer’s 301st anniversary [Thomas Arne, 12/3/1710]).
· Seaside food tasting day
· Work with shop owners, amusement arcade/activity providers on your Pier to offer visitors discounts and special offers that day
· Work with your TIC to provide free tours of the local area starting and finishing on the Pier, with refreshments on the return from a provider on or near the Pier
· Offer tours of any Piers, or buildings on the Piers not normally open to the Public

· Run a photo/drawing/painting competition of the Pier in advance, and announce the winner, and publish their photo/drawing/painting during the week of BTW
· Sponsored swim, or Triathalon from the Pier 
· Boat rides 
PLEASE RETURN THIS BY 31st AUGUST 2010
(Or email the information to:  organisation email to be inserted)

Party on the Pier

Saturday 12th March 2011

Organisation: ………………………………………………………………………………….

Contact:…………………………………………………………………………………………

Address:………………………………………………………………………………………..

             ………………………………………………………………………………………...

Post code:………………………………………………………………………………………

Telephone: …………………………………………………………………………………….
Email:……………………………………………………………………………………..……

We will organise an event on Saturday 12th March 2011 as part of 
“Party on the Pier”
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We will not be able to organise an event




(
If you are unable to participate please advise us of any other local organisation you think might be able to become involved:

Contact: ………………………………………………………………………………………

Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………

Telephone: ……………………………………………………………………………..……

Email: ……………………………………………………………………………………..…

