WHAT IS BRITISH TOURISM WEEK? 
Launched in 2007, British Tourism Week (BTW) is a series of inter-related events to galvanise the commitment of organisations and individuals to further improve and develop the UK tourism industry. It raises national, regional and local awareness of the size, value and importance of Britain’s £114 billion visitor economy. It highlights the contribution made by businesses from every part of the UK tourism industry, large and small, public and commercial, in maximising future opportunities such as the London 2012 Olympic & Paralympic Games. 

The fourth British Tourism Week takes place from 15 to 21 March 2010. Once again, His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales is patron of British Tourism Week, helping raise the profile of the week and of the tourism industry. 

Tourism’s importance to the UK’s economy is often unappreciated, despite continued growth, even in tough times. The industry suffers when it fails to recognise that every business contributes to a greater whole. British Tourism Week aims to change the perception that the different sectors – from transport and tour operators to accommodation providers, travel agencies and attractions – operate independently. 

The Best of Britain & Ireland Travel Trade Forum (formerly the British Travel Trade Fair) and the Best of Britain & Ireland consumer show will form the centerpiece of British Tourism Week. The fourth Wales Tourism Week, led by the Wales Tourism Alliance, will run concurrently, and the fifth Scottish Tourism Week, organised by the Scottish Tourism Forum, will be held from 1-8 March 2010.

The aim of BTW is to demonstrate that tourism is critical to the UK economy. 
To achieve this, BTW will: 

• increase awareness of the success and importance of the tourism industry 

• promote quality standards throughout the industry 

• promote training and professionalism 

• improve competitiveness of the UK tourism industry 

• support the preparations for hosting the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games 

British Tourism Week is organised by VisitBritain with the support of The Tourism Society, and representation from the following organisations on the Executive Council: The Tourism Alliance; Wales Tourism Alliance; Scottish Tourism Forum; VisitEngland; VisitScotland; Visit Wales; Visit London; the English Regions; British Hospitality Association; ABTA the Travel Association; UKinbound; Local Government Association; Association of Leading Visitor Attractions; Travelodge; Hoseasons; Holiday Cottages Group; British Beer & Pub Association; Coach Tourism Council; Group Travel Organisers Association; Virgin Trains; and Best of Britain & Ireland Events. 

More information can be found at www.britishtourismweek.com.

